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CHINESE OFF SHOES ISLANDS 


25X1 


til 


Chinese Communist harassment of National 1st** held offshore 
inlands ejected to continue through winter. 


■ Durift tj; K . o^t- - of --Jk w»eabe r & 
on Taehene group, possibly ia effort 


;ionnl 1st withdrawal 
The ^as only minor action 
Matsu 

Communists on 
oi iucfeiu , ti 




lust ^uemoy and 


conducted naval sheUfng 
island between -iuemoy 



and Matsus 

X 
X 

Some possibility of 


1st submarine activity 


offshore inland waters 
uiat amphibious assaults on 


hroe of major 


shore groups will remain possible throughout wintejj*. 
aa ^ weather n 1 ca r s -far--scr7e rfti days nedt- t imo^ 

A. Peiping still appears ascertain, however, as to 
U:i intentions as regards defense of these major 

groups . 

B Moreover , assaults on Tachens and Quemoys would 
ho costly even against Nationalist opposition 
aloao . 

Of major island groups, Tachens appear most vulnerable 
to Communist harassment short of invasion, as these 
islands are at ead of Taipei’s longest supply line 
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(over 260 mil©* from port* la northern Formosa) . 

A. Communist air power can hamper Tachea supply 


by attack* oa approaching vessels and one good 



fire from islands to north and west. 





C. Sinking of nationalist destroyer escort near 

Tachea* os 14 Hovember may discourage Taipei from 
risking further losses of major combat vessels in 
Tachens area. If so, Tachea* and shipping in area 
would be more vulnerable to Communist naval fire. 

H, — Cft Munni stfl could also weaken -Tachens by repeated 
bombing and -artillery -attacks ©a targets on 
Islands theaselrg fe . 

BM^’-SHtort of supplies, -and aoderjapoeted attach , 
morale -of Satio n allst -garrison in Ta c hea * would 
certainlydet er ior ate ~ 

y. Deterioration could be hastened by Communist 
capture of smaller outlying islands to north 
and south of Tachens — Yushans and Icbiang to 
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north , Pishan and gaachishan to south— most of 
vhtch sore bombed daring November . 

£* Although current Nationalist intention is to 
fight for Tachens if necessary, Taipei eight 
decide to withdraw its forces from Tachens if 
faced with weakening Tachens garrison and loss 
of saaller nearby islands . 

This pattern of Communist harassment could be extended 

to Ma tsus and Quenoys 

A. 

I First 

raid on Matsas by Coaaunist frogaan took place 


IQ November. 

B. Quenoys have been shelled intermittently since 


early Hov ember 


Chinese Communist action against Wuchiu island on 
26 November greatly exaggerated by press. 

t did -**g-4*wol** -Communist"' landing -attempt , 



Chines e cuaaaatBt 


gmmdboets for- peri od -of heur - r 
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1. Chinese Communist navy believed to have three 


to six sunaarines, of coastal and long-range 


type . based at Taingtao These have been in 
training status and ear© not believed capable 
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